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Table 4.3  Oil and Gas Drilling Activity Measurements, 1949-1999

Year

Rotary Rigs in Operation 1
Active
Well

Servicing
Units

By Site By Type 

Total 2Offshore Onshore Oil Gas 

1949      NA    NA    NA    NA 2,017    NA
1950      NA    NA    NA    NA 2,154    NA
1951      NA    NA    NA    NA 2,543    NA
1952      NA    NA    NA    NA 2,641    NA
1953      NA    NA    NA    NA 2,613    NA
1954      NA    NA    NA    NA 2,508    NA
1955      NA    NA    NA    NA 2,686    NA
1956      NA    NA    NA    NA 2,620    NA
1957      NA    NA    NA    NA 2,426    NA
1958      NA    NA    NA    NA 1,922    NA
1959      NA    NA    NA    NA 2,071    NA
1960      NA    NA    NA    NA 1,748    NA
1961      NA    NA    NA    NA 1,761    NA
1962      NA    NA    NA    NA 1,641    NA
1963      NA    NA    NA    NA 1,499    NA
1964      NA    NA    NA    NA 1,501    NA
1965      NA    NA    NA    NA 1,388    NA
1966      NA    NA    NA    NA 1,272    NA
1967      NA    NA    NA    NA 1,135    NA
1968      NA    NA    NA    NA 1,169    NA
1969      NA    NA    NA    NA 1,194    NA
1970      NA    NA    NA    NA 1,028    NA
1971      NA    NA    NA    NA 976    NA
1972      NA    NA    NA    NA 1,107    NA
1973   84 1,110    NA    NA 1,194    NA
1974   94 1,378    NA    NA 1,472    NA
1975   106 1,554    NA    NA 1,660    NA
1976   129 1,529    NA    NA 1,658 2,601
1977   167 1,834    NA    NA 2,001 2,828
1978   185 2,074    NA    NA 2,259 2,988
1979   207 1,970    NA    NA 2,177 3,399
1980   231 2,678    NA    NA 2,909 4,089
1981   256 3,714    NA    NA 3,970 4,850
1982   243 2,862    NA    NA 3,105 4,248
1983   199 2,033    NA    NA 2,232 3,732
1984   213 2,215    NA    NA 2,428 4,663
1985   206 1,774    NA    NA 1,980 4,716
1986   99 865    NA    NA 964 3,036
1987   95 841    NA    NA 936 3,060
1988   123 813 554 354 936 3,341
1989   105 764 453 401 869 3,391
1990   108 902 532 464 1,010 3,658
1991   81 779 482 351 860 3,331
1992   52 669 373 331 721 2,732
1993   82 672 373 364 754 3,158
1994   102 673 335 427 775 2,961
1995   101 622 323 385 723 3,043
1996   108 671 306 464 779 3,425
1997   122 821 376 564 943 R3,499
1998   123 703 264 560 827 3,030
1999   106 519 128 496 625 2,230

1 Data are not for the exact calendar year but are an average for the 52 or 53 consecutive whole
weeks that most nearly coincide with the calendar year.

2 Sum of oil, gas, and miscellaneous other rigs, which is not shown.
NA=Not available.  
Notes:  •  Geographic coverage is the 50 States and the District of Columbia.  •  Totals may not equal

sum of components due to independent rounding.
Sources:  Rotary Rigs in Operation:  Baker Hughes, Inc., Houston, Texas, Rotary Rigs Running—By

State.  Active Well Servicing Units:  •  1976-July 1998—Association of Energy Service Companies,
Dallas, Texas, Field Reports.  •  August 1998 forward—Guiberson Well Service Products, a Halliburton
company, Carrollton, Texas.


